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NEWSLETTER 

Join us on social media!  
Facebook: facebook.com/PCACS 
Twitter: twitter.com/PorterCACS 
Instagram: instagram.com/PorterCACS 

PCACS MISSION 
PCACS extends a helping hand to seniors, people with  

disabilities, and the low-income residents by providing  

compassionate services to improve their quality of life  

while maintaining their dignity and independence.  
APPLICATIONS, DONATIONS ACCEPTED 

We are always accepting applications for those 
who need a ramp built at their home. For more 
information visit:  
www.portercountyacs.org/ramp-program. 
 
We also are always accepting donations to 
help fund our ramp program today and in the 
future. To help, visit www.portercountyacs.org/
how-you-can-help. 

You can also mail a check payable to PCACS 
to our office:  
1005 Campbell St., Valparaiso, IN 46385.  

O ur ramp-building season is still going strong!  

We are so fortunate to have the Chicago 
UAW/Ford Community Service Team on our 
side. Jeff Hall, project manager, and his group 
work hard week after week to construct ramps for 
those needing help accessing their homes. 

“Building a wheelchair ramp for one person with 
mobility issues is a very rewarding job,” Jeff said. 
“The ramp also benefits the caregivers, friends, 
family and even emergency responders by 
providing a safe and effective way to access the 
community and social services as needed.” 

The organization’s members not only continue to 
give their time and talents to our program, but 
also they are now helping fund materials through 
the end of the year. 

“We are so grateful to Jeff and his team for their 
endless support of our program,” said our 
Executive Director Bruce Lindner.  

“They truly stepped up to the plate this year by 
also providing financial support for materials to 
build even more ramps.” 

“United Automobile Workers Vice President 
Jimmy Settles and Ford Motor Company Vice 
President Bill Dirkson care about the 
community,” Jeff said.  

“The Chicago UAW/Ford Community Service 
Team is very proud of our success this year and 
are looking forward to a great 2018 ramp 
program!” 

Jeff added that, weather permitting, his team will 
continue to construct ramps. 

“Our team would like to give back to the 
community where our union brothers and sisters 
work and live year-round.” 

 

Financial boost keeps ramps going all year 

If you spot the Chicago UAW/Ford Community 
Service Team trailer around the region, you know 
that great things are happening!  



 

We recently connected with the new RSVP  
director, Evelyn Harris, to learn more about her.  

The United Way Retired and Senior Volunteer 
program is a way for seniors over 55 to offer 
their time and talents to area organizations that 
need volunteers. 

What is your background? 

I've been working in nonprofit organizations for 
almost 30 years 
because I enjoy 
meeting the needs 
of others in order to 
help them live a 
better life.  

I felt the need to 
connect more in the 
community and 
began volunteering 
at a women's 
shelter, Habitat for 
Humanity, cleaning parks in Gary on the 
weekends and I loved it!  

I decided that it was time for me to switch gears 
and work with a grassroots organization that 
would give me the opportunity to meet the 
needs of everyday people with a hands-on 
approach. I applied to Lake Area United Way 
and was offered a position as the Resource 
Development Associate.  

How did you make the role your own? 

While working as the Resource Development 
Associate, the RSVP volunteers would come in 
twice a week during campaign season. As I 
walked past their work area, I noticed that there 
were heavy boxes filled with campaign 
brochures, which made their volunteer 
experience difficult, and that's when my heart 
took over. From that day forward, I took it upon 
myself to manage the volunteer experience and 
became the RSVP Station Manager at LAUW in 
addition to my regular duties.   

What was your journey to becoming director? 

Every year I hosted an appreciation luncheon 
for the seniors around Halloween and the entire 

staff would participate in a performance where 
we’d sing, wear costumes, eat, share fellowship 
and shower them with gifts and most importantly 
love. The LAUW staff and former RSVP Director 
Michael Glorioso took notice of the difference I 
had made in the volunteers’ experience, and in 
2015 I won the Station Manager of the Year 
award. I didn’t realize at the time that I was 
actually being groomed to become the 
Northwest Indiana RSVP Director. I was simply 
following my heart and it led me here where I 
have the honor and privilege to show love to 
more seniors! 

Why do you enjoy working with seniors? 

One of my strengths is inclusivity, which means 
I am very aware and sensitive to the people 
around me who feel left out. I make an effort to 
not only include them, but make sure they feel 
part of the group.   

RSVP gives seniors the opportunity to continue 
to be a part of their community by giving back 
and using the skills they’ve acquired over the 
years. I enjoy conversing with each volunteer 
because they bring me so much joy; they’ve 
helped me as much as I’ve helped them. I don't 
believe I chose this profession; it chose me. 

How do you see the RSVP program 

impacting the community? 

Not only does the program give senior 
volunteers the opportunity to put their life 
experiences to work, it also gives them a 
chance to learn new skills and become involved 
in activities that will benefit our local community. 
There are over 400 RSVP members. They are 
impacting organizations in our region by helping 
them further their mission. 

What are your future goals for the program? 

My goal is to continually encourage seniors to 
get involved in their community and to 
encourage organizations to open their doors to 
RSVP so that needs are being met on both 
sides of the equation 

For more information: www.unitedwaypc.org or 
call Evelyn at (219) 464-3583. 

Medicare Open Enrollment  

This is the time from now until Dec. 7 for 
Medicare beneficiaries to review their current 
prescription drug or Medicare Advantage 
plan and consider changes for 2018.  
People can call our office at (219) 464-1028 
to schedule an appointment with a SHIP 
counselor to review their plans.   

New ways to connect 

Our Website has received an update!  

We have organized our programs and 
services in a easy-to-navigate format and 
feature our latest photos as well as news and 
events for us and our partner organizations. 

We also have launched new social media 
channels as enhanced avenues to connect 
with the community. 

Connect with us on Twitter at:  

https://twitter.com/PorterCACS. 

Find us on Instagram at: 
www.instagram.com/porterCACS. 

Thank you NIPSCO 

We are so appreciative of the support that 
we received from NIPSCO. The company 
has sponsored our new TV, which will be 
enjoyed by our clients and utilized by our 
staff for training. 

Fresh look 

Our offices continue to get a refreshed look! 
Beyond our new front façade and addition of 
windows, we also have new paint and carpet 
on the inside. 

Thank you to Chester Architectural and 
Construction Services for their hard work. 

Thank you to Tudor Floors for the generous 
discount and pleasant carpet layers. 

 

 

VU Day of Caring 

We were fortunate to have a group from 
Valparaiso University’s Gamma Phi Beta 
volunteer during VU’s Day of Caring. The 
team helped us 
spruce up with 
a new coat of 
paint in office 
entrance. 

We asked 
Laurel Nalezny 
(bottom left): 
How does 
the Valparaiso 
University Day 
of Caring fit 
into Gamma 
Phi Beta's 
mission and 
goals? 

“Labor is one of 
our core values 
in Gamma Phi 
Beta and there are so many sisters in this 
organization that are involved in volunteer 
activities outside of school. This sisterhood is 
made up of women with many different gifts 
and talents and it is inspiring to see each 
other using them to help others.  

“Philanthropy is very important to the Greek 
community here at Valpo, so giving back is 
something that we really enjoy doing. Being 
able to spend time together at the Day of 
Caring event was so much fun for us and we 
really loved learning all about Porter County 
Aging!” 

  

Medicare open enrollment launches; new  
look, connections; thank you for support 

New RSVP director leads with heart 

 

http://www.unitedwaypc.org/united-way-retired-and-senior-volunteer-rsvp-program
https://www.facebook.com/valparaiso.university/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/valparaiso.university/?fref=mentions

