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NEWSLETTER 

For more information on the services  

provided by PCACS, contact:  

Bruce Lindner, executive director,  

via phone at 465-7144 or  

via e-mail at bhlindner@portercountyacs.org.  

Join us on social media!  
Facebook: facebook.com/PCACS 
Twitter: twitter.com/PorterCACS 
Instagram: instagram.com/PorterCACS 

PCACS MISSION 
PCACS extends a helping hand to seniors, people with  
disabilities, and the low-income residents by providing  
compassionate services to improve their quality of life  

while maintaining their dignity and independence.  

Porter County Aging and Community Services is 
connecting seniors to supplemental food options 
through a new partnership with the Food Bank of 
Northwest Indiana. 

The PCACS offices, 1005 Campbell St., are a 
new distribution site for the Commodity 

Supplemental 
Food Programs, 
which is a 
federally funded 
program that 
provides a 
monthly box of 
food to seniors 60 
and over.  

Once seniors are 
certified, based on being 60 and over, being a 
Porter County resident and income guidelines 
available in a brochure, they will receive a box of 
food each month that contains grains, 
vegetables, fruit, high protein items, juice, shelf-
stable milk and a block of cheese.  

Program participants will be notified when boxes 
are available and will need to pick up the food 
items at PCACS. 

“We are honored to be able to assist seniors 
with additional nutritious food options,” said 
Bruce Lindner, PCACS executive director.  

“The program fits with our longstanding mission 
to serve community members who need 
assistance with such basic needs as meals and 
transportation.” 

“Being able to add PCACS as a distribution site 
will help the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana 
reach our mission of reaching more seniors in 
Porter County,” said Megan Davitian, partner 
services associate at the Food Bank of 
Northwest Indiana. “Food insecurity is an 
epidemic throughout Northwest Indiana, so 
creating a new CSFP site at PCACS helps the 
fight towards ending food insecurity.” 

“Many seniors have addressed some of the lack 
of resources available to them, so creating an 
accessible site at PCACS helps address the 
food insecurity within the senior population,” 
Davitian said. 

Community members seeking to participate 
need to fill out an application and meet with a 
member of the PCACS team. No appointments 
are necessary to complete this process. 
Individuals may stop in at the PCACS offices or 
call 219-464-9736 for more information.  

Program details, brochure and application may 
also be viewed at www.portercountyacs.org/food
-bank-distribution-site. 
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PCACS new site for senior supplemental program 

Alternate/accessible formats available upon request. 

Food  
Connection 
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Even as the weather turns colder, our ramp 
program is continuing to impact the lives of 
community members in need of a ramp. 

We have already completed 25 ramps this 
season with the help of our volunteer groups 
who have the skills to take on these projects. 
We are honored to have volunteers from the 
UAW/Ford Community Service team, 
Thrivent for Lutherans, Habitat for Humanity 
and Task Force Tips. 

“Ramps are a vital part of our mission to 
ensure all community members live their 
lives to the fullest,” says PCACS Executive 
Director Bruce Lindner. “With a ramp, they 
can better access their homes, which also 
eases the lives of their family members or 
caregivers.” 

Applications for those who need a ramp 

  

Our Energy Assistance Program is in full 
swing this season. 

Appointments have filled up through the end 
of the calendar year, but the EAP team and 
volunteers will be taking appointments again 
in 2019. 

Beginning on Dec. 10, community members 
may schedule an appointment for 2019 by 
calling 219-464-9736 and entering ext. 1. 

EAP is an income-eligible program that  
program assists community members who 
are struggling to pay their energy bills.  

When participants qualify for a determined 
amount, the payment is electronically paid to 
the appropriate energy company. 

To prepare for the appointment, individuals 
should review the 2018 Energy Assistance 
Appointment Form online at 
www.portercountyacs.org/energy-assistance. 

Also, new this year, program participants only 
need to submit a landlord affidavit form if the 
utilities are included in the rent. 

Landlord affidavit forms are also available 
online. 

Community Improvement Award 

PCACS was recently recognized by the  
Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce with a 
Community Improvement Award for its 
building remodel. 

These awards honor businesses and 
organizations that have improved the city 
through building projects. 

Chester Architectural and Construction 
Services team helped us update our exterior 
look as well as add windows and a canopy. 

SHIP year-round help 

While Medicare's annual Open Enrollment 
Period is wrapping up on Dec. 7, the 

volunteer team is available year-round to 
answer any questions.   

The State Health Insurance Assistance 
Program, housed in the offices of the Porter 
County Aging and Community Services, is a 
free and unbiased counseling program 
provided by the Indiana Department of 
Insurance for Medicare beneficiaries in 
Indiana.  

SHIP counselors are available weekdays at 
PCACS, 1005 Campbell St., in Valparaiso.  
To schedule an appointment at PCACS, call 
219-464-1028 or email 
SHIP@portercountyacs.org. 

 

Energy Assistance Program appointments 

available in 2019; renovations recognized 

New PCACS board member building  
legacy of volunteerism with roles 

As president of Rebuilding Together Portage, Tom Crnarich 
seeks to impact the region by helping community members 
have a safe and happy home.  

The organization, with the help of volunteers, helps 
homeowners who may have physical or financial limitations, 
with needed home repairs.  

Through this volunteer role, he seeks to improve the lives of 
the disabled and elderly who live in Portage Township. 

“It gives you a sense of well being that you have skills to 
help people in need,” he said. 

Tom is bringing his strong volunteer spirit to Porter County 
Aging and Community Services as a new board member. 
He hopes to continue to work with PCACS on building 
ramps as well. 

To learn more about Rebuilding Together Portage, visit 
https://rtportage.org. 

Ramp program continuing to make a difference 

continue to be accepted by the PCACS team.  

For more information on the program and 
downloadable application, visit  
www.portercountyacs.org/ramp-program. 

mailto:SHIP@portercountyacs.org

