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Porter County Aging and Community Services is 
hoping to impact even more lives this season with 

its ramp program. 

The agency is seeking individuals who need 
assistance accessing their homes due to mobility 

issues and who also are facing financial challenges. 

With materials provided by PCACS and labor 
offered by the UAW/Ford Community Services 
Ramp Project team, there is no cost to the 
homeowner, said Bruce Lindner, PCACS executive 

director. 

“PCACS has been responsible for arranging the 
building and placement of more than 40 ramps in 
the last six years,” said Bruce Lindner. “With  
the aging senior population growing and many 
having mobility issues, the best solution for them to 
retain somewhat independent lives is an access 

ramp.” 

UAW/Ford Community Service Project Manager Jeff 
Hall said the group works with non-profits in the 
region and Chicago to connect with individuals in 
need of a ramp. Besides Hall, the team also 
includes Matt Reils, Lance Olson, Geoff Butler and 

Steve Conner. 

 “The program allows team members to serve the 
communities that they live and work in,” Hall said. 
“We come out with the tools and talents necessary 
to build a wheel-chair accessible ramp for those in 
need. We aren’t just building quality cars in our 

communities, but also we are giving back.” 

The initiative was launched under the leadership of 
UAW National Ford Department’s Vice President 
and Director Jimmy Settles and Ford Motor 
Company VP Bill Dirkson and brings together UAW 
Local 551 (Chicago Assembly Plant) and UAW 
Local 588 (Chicago Stamping Plant). The project 

has led to around 30 ramps being installed. 

The latest ramp was installed at the home of John 
and Lisa Akers. She is facing recovery and a new 
way of life after having a leg amputated due to 
cancer. John said the ramp will help him take care 

of his wife and cultivate the couple’s independence.  

“Thank you. The ramp is fantastic,” he said.  

Individuals sought for ramp installation; 
partnership broadens program’s reach 

Top, the sawdust flies as Matt Reils works on the 

ramp. Above, the team works on the installation at 

the Akers home. From left, are Steve Conner, Reils,  

Anthony Waserman and Geoff Butler.  
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improving the lives of the residents of Porter County 

and Northwest Indiana. 

“PCACS’ services permit our clients to be able to 
attend medical appointments, locate housing, pay 
utility bills, etc. These services are essential to the 
daily lives of PCACS’ clients and typically are not 
provided by other community agencies. Without these 
services, many of PCACS’ clients would not be able to 

continue to live independently.” 

Based out of the Valparaiso office, Lowe is an 
attorney/partner with Blachly, Tabor, Bozik & Hartman, 

LLC. 

“As an attorney, I devote a substantial amount of my 
legal practice towards representing units of 
government located throughout Northern Indiana,” he 
said. “My representation of these units of government 
affords me the opportunity to be well connected to the 

community.” 



 

Board Member Spotlight 

Ethan Lowe continues to make an impact on the 
community as the president of the Porter County 

Aging and Community Services’ board of directors. 

“Serving on the PCACS board is an opportunity for 
me to give back to the residents of Porter County,” he 
said. “I strongly believe in giving back to the 

community in which my family and I live. 

“I am responsible for conducting the meetings of the 
board and serving on the executive committee along 
with the other officers. I also work closely with 

PCACS’ executive director, Bruce Lindner.” 

Lowe said PCACS has a vital role in Porter County. 

“PCACS offers a number of services to assist 
seniors, disabled individuals and low-income 
residents of Porter County. The services offered by 
PCACS improve the quality of life of our clients,” he 

said.  

“By improving the quality of life of our clients, PCACS 
is contributing towards the betterment of Porter 

County and Northwest Indiana.   

“I enjoy the opportunity to serve on the board of an 
agency that on a daily basis contributes towards 

United Way RSVP of Northwest Indiana volunteers Mary  
Jokerst, left, and Eva Meus are shown manning the sign-in  
table at the Bonner Senior Center. 

See Board on Back Page 

Board president serves community 

PCACS Board President Ethan Lowe leading the 
agency’s annual meeting. 

  

It was at the age of 60 that Josephine Purevich 

launched a full-time career. 

“I started working full-time because my husband  
(Alex Jr.) was forced to retire after he had open-heart 
surgery. He told me I would never be able to get a full-
time job at 60 years old,” she said. “I said that I bet I 

will … I proved him wrong.” 

Josephine, 86, will be wrapping up her 27-year career 

at PCACS and entering retirement.  

Serving as site manager at the Hebron Senior Center 
for about 10 years, Josephine had worked with the 
energy assistance, senior nutrition and former Lifeline 

programs before settling in at Hebron.  

Over the years, Josephine has enjoyed connecting 

with the seniors and taking trips with the group. 

“I enjoy being 
with people, 
mingling and 
socializing,” she 

said. 

PCACS staff 
members will be 
honoring 
Josephine in 
June with a 
special event. 
The center will no 
longer be a meal 
site operated by 
PCACS as of 

June 30. 

Betty Rys, has 
been volunteer-
ing with United 
Way RSVP of 
Northwest Indi-
ana for 25 years. 
“It gives me something to do. It keeps me 
busy, which is important when you are older. 
You have to keep busy, stay active. It gives me 
pleasure to help other people out,” she says.  

Rita Hendricks, 93, has been with the 
Bonner Senior Center for about 12 
years offering her time and singing as 
part of the Choraleers group. 

The Retired & Senior 
Volunteer Program continues 
to flourish since becoming part 
of the United Way of Porter 
County umbrella of programs.  
RSVP currently includes 377 
active volunteers and 49 
partner agencies in four 
counties. RSVP volunteers 
who give their time at the 
Bonner Senior Center in 
Portage recently gathered to 
celebrate the program’s 
impact.  

RSVP continues to thrive at new home 

Gladys Leon, left, and Mary 
Cutter play 10,000 recently 
at Bonner Senior Center.  

Hebron site manager retiring after 27 years 


