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During Veterans Day weekend, a team of 
volunteers gathered to honor Portage-area 
veteran Phil Lewis.  

St. John-based Boy Scout Troop 561 helped 
with some prep work for a ramp, which was 
built by Project Manager Jeff Hall and his team 
from the UAW/Ford Community Services Ramp 
Project.  

Lewis, who served in the U.S. Army as a 
combat engineer, is facing mobility issues from 
an injury sustained during his tours in Iraq. The 
ramp will help him access his home. 

“It means a lot to me. A lot of us fell through the 
cracks everywhere else and veterans don't get 
recognition here nowadays,” Phil says. “If it 
wasn’t for the UAW community service, I 
wouldn’t have what they are doing. Thanks to 
the Lake County VSO (Veteran Service Office) 
and UAW, I know I will have ADA accessibility. 

“It means a lot that people are willing to help me 
in my situation. There are others out there who 
need this type of help and I hope it continues to 
grow and more show stronger support to those 
coming back.” 

The Eagle Scout project was led by Kyle 
Wagner, a seventeen year old from Crown 
Point who attends Lake Central High School. 

“We did some preliminary work and mapped out 
the area so that Jeff’s guys could lay the 
concrete,” Wagner said. “Through Boy Scouts, 
you learn everything is not perfect in the world, 
so we do our best to find a project that we think 
can benefit the community.” 

“For me personally, I am geared toward helping 
out veterans as they did so much for us and it is 
only right that we help them back.” 

Wagner’s parents, Randy and Stephanie, are 
proud of their son’s service to the community 
and emphasis on veterans. 

“When the Eagle Scout project came up, he 
said, ‘I am not doing anything unless I can help 
a veteran,’” Stephanie said. “I thought that was 
awesome.” 

Eagle Scout project, UAW ramp  
initiative help veteran access his home 

See Ramp on Page 3 

Join us on Facebook! 
 
Like our page at 
www.facebook.com/
PCACS! 

We want to thank everyone for their 
patience as we faced obstacles while 
paving our parking lot. 
When the old asphalt was scraped 
off, it was determined that there was 
just grass and dirt and many areas of 
mushy clay. Three hundred tons of 
dirt had to be dug out and replaced 

with three hundred tons of rock for a 
solid foundation for the new parking 
lot. It should now last twenty-five 
years with seal coating as 
maintenance every couple years. 
Thank you to the team members at 
Site Services for their hard work on 
this project! 

Boy Scout Kyle Wagner led St. John-based Boy 
Scout Troop 561members as part of his Eagle 
Scout project.   
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Ramp program making an impact 

Porter County Aging and Community Services is now 
scheduling appointments for the Energy Assistance 
Program’s 2016-17 season that ends on May 12, 

2017. 

Those needing assistance with their energy bills can 
call (219) 464-9736, Ext. 1 to schedule an 
appointment to meet with a member of the PCACS 
staff or EAP volunteer. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday and the office is closed 

from noon to 1 p.m. for lunch. 

PCACS Executive Director Bruce Lindner said the 
program is fully funded to help all qualifying 

community members. 

The program is an income-eligible program that helps 
qualified participants with their energy bills during the 
winter season. When participants qualify, the 
payment is electronically paid to the appropriate 

energy company. 

Before reaching out for assistance, community 
members should verify that they are eligible 
according to the following income guidelines. A one-
person household must be at or below $17,820 
annual income, two-person household at or below 
$24,030, a three-person household at or below 
$30,240 and a four-person household at or below 
$36,450. An allowance of $6,210 is added for each 

additional person in the house. 

In general, individuals will need to have the most 
recent utility bill that includes the applicants’ name, 
social security cards for everyone in the household, 
proof of income from all sources for household 

members over 18 and a rental affidavit if renting. 

This season any household member eighteen or 
older who is employable and has not worked for the 
same employer for the last 12 months or more must 
come in personally to the PCACS offices, 1005 
Campbell St., to sign a release to request a wage 

inquiry or unemployment statement.  

“We will not be able to make your appointment until 
all necessary releases for everyone living in your 

household have been signed,” Lindner said. 

A checklist of expected needed items and a Landlord 
Affidavit form are available on the PCACS Web site: 
www.portercountyacs.org under the “Forms” tab at 

the bottom of the home page. 

Those who have been issued a disconnect notice or 
need more immediate energy help will be seen if 
possible as walk-ins on a first-come, first-served 

basis at PCACS. 

Energy assistance program  

continues to aid community 
  

The ramp was more challenging because it 
was constructed with both concrete and 
wood. It is one of the more than forty ramps 
that the UAW/Ford Community Services 
Team has built in the Northwest Indiana and 
Chicago-land region. 

The initiative’s partnership with Porter 
County Aging and Community Services has 
resulted in 12 Porter County community 
members receiving ramps this year. 

“We are so appreciative of the groups and 
volunteers who help us impact the 
community and construct ramps that truly 
make a difference in the everyday lives of 
the recipients,” said PCACS Executive 
Director Bruce Lindner. “It is especially 
poignant that the project culminated during 
Veterans Day weekend as a way to further 
honor Phil for his service to our country.” 

Volunteers who helped out at Phil Lewis’ home include: UAW/Ford Community Services 
Ramp Project Manager Jeff Hall, from left, Parker Danner, Stephanie Wagner, Hunter 
Clift, Kyle Wagner, Josh Amft, Jacob Amft, Mike O’Donnel, Kyle Holeman, Kevin 

O’Donnel, Randy Wagner and Geoff Butler along with dog Moz. 

RRAMPAMP  

UAW/Ford Community Services Ramp Project 
Manager Jeff Hall works at Phil Lewis’ home to 
install a concrete ramp for the veteran. 

The Energy Assistance 
Program continues to make an 
impact with the help of 
volunteers.  
At left, Inge has served as a 
volunteer for many years and 
is back again this season.  
Below, Gail also returns to 
assist community member with 
this vital program. 

http://www.portercountyacs.org

